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Stay connected!

Email Icmcrossroads@gmail.com to receive our
monthly e-news

Find us on Facebook (search Crossroads/
Mankato)

Follow us on Twitter

We're on Instagram, too!

Pastor Tammy’s Message

“Now faith is the assurance o
things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen” -Hebrews 11:1

Each of the pictures in this news-
letter tells a story. There is the sto-
ry of Youth Night, where almost
200 junior and senior high school
students came to Crossroads to be
encouraged in their faith. There’s
the story of the Winter Carnival,
where over 200 people came to
support the ministry of Crossroads
at Messiah Lutheran Church.
There’s the story of the Campus
Cupboard food pantry, which gave
away 1,649 pounds of food in April,
and there is the story of our $1

lunch that has grown to feed 80 or !

more students every week.

Pandita Ramabai, a nineteenth-
century Indian activist, said
“People must not only hear about
the Kingdom of God, but must see
it in actual operation, on a small
scale perhaps and in imperfect
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form, but a real demonstration nev-
ertheless.”

The pictures within this newsletter
are pictures of God’s kingdom on
campus. The stories they tell de-
scribe what God is doing here which
is, at its heart, evangelism.
Through our ministry people who
would never seek the Kingdom of
God encounter Christ when we
welcome them, feed them, and in-
clude them in the work Christ is do-
ing here.

Coming up in the Fall, we plan to
serve another weekly meal, and to
offer another worship opportunity.
The Campus Cupboard will be a sat-
ellite of the Second Harvest food
bank, and so we’ll be able to con-
tinue to give away thousands of
pounds of food to students. Thank
you for supporting the ministry of
Crossroads, for hoping for what we
hope for, and for making our stories
your own.

Inside this Issue:

Highlights of the Year - Pgs 2 & 3

Words from Departing Student Leaders
Band Members - Pg 4

The 2014-2015 Student Leaders -p.5
Board Member Message - Pg 6

Campus Cupboard Update - Pg 7

Thank you to Our Supporters- Pgs 8 & 9

_____________________________
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High School Youth Night

On April 15th, we
hosted almost two
hundred junior and
senior high school stu-
dents at Crossroads
for our third Youth
Night. The theme of
the gathering was
“The ONE Thing.” One
thing is necessary, Je-
sus told busy, dis-
tracted, worried Mar-
tha in Luke 10:42- and
it won’t be taken
away from those who
choose it.

Crossroads Carnival

We raised slightly
more than $5,000 on
March 1st at our Win-
ter Carnival, which
was held at Messiah
Lutheran Church in
North Mankato. Stu-
dents, Board mem-
bers and volunteers
from the community
worked together to
organize and run the
ambitious event.
There was a chili
cook-off, a silent
auction with over
100 items, bingo and
games for children
run by college stu-

ghlights

We chose this theme
because many junior
and senior high school
students are worried
and distracted about
many things. They
wonder how faith can
still play a role in
their busy lives when
other priorities crowd
out churﬁh, anrc]i they
want to know how to )
keep Christ first in the }Q’aetﬁg{‘ %th\?,\g ?g%hal_ beat
long line of obliga- lenge them to think of Worship music. Here
tions and demands creative and personal are some quotes from
students who came:

“The topic of the
night was perfect and
so relatable. BUSY is
my life!”

placed on them. Our
goal was not to give {1k they can keep

them magic answers-

Christ first. College
students
told some
personal
stories,
youth
shared

y their
thou?hts in

“I’m coming to MSU
next year, and I’m su-
per-excited!”

;& # smal “The best part of the
|\ @ groups and evening were the mu-
everyone  sjc and the fun atmos-
enjoyed phere.”
fun and up-

dents. Best of
all, there was a
sense of fun
and camarade-
rie. There is a
strong commu-
nity of people
who support
campus minis-
try, and who
care about the
mission and
ministry of
Crossroads. It
was fun for us
to get together!
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Individual Donors (February
2014-January 2015)

Curtis & Julia Accola
Steven and Kimberley Alinder
Melvin Alms

Charles & Marcia Anderson
Jade & Leann Anderson
Marbury & Sylvia Anderson
Sam Anderson

Harold Barnick

Diane Beckmann

Kurt Blomgren

Myma Boggess

Craig & Carol Breinhorst
Jason & Elissa Breuer

Myles & Marcene Bromeling
Deborah Brown

Robert & Susan Brown
Wesley & Katie Brunner
Jason & Angela Bruns

Ralph & Winnis Buesing
Sally Burdick

Lowell & Lorraine Carpenter
Jeremy Churchill

Richard & Marilyn Clarksean
Marcia & Michael Cleary
Michael & Brenda Crissinger
Revs Jay & Tammy Dahlvang
Kenneth & Laura Delano
Robert & Corrine Denis
Kenneth & Sandra Dinse
Dale & Marlene Eckstrom
Andrew & Betty Een

Joan & Christine Eichers
Aileen Eick

Kathleen Eiden

Kevin & Anita Elliott
Russell & Nancy Elmer
Daniel Engesser

Gene & Rosalyn Fossum
Frederick & Kay Fritz
Maxine Gayle

Lawrence & Shirley Germscheid
Albert & Barb Girtz

Kevin & Connie Glarner
Jeffrey Greathouse
Delores Guenther

Zenobia Haberman

Orville & Harriet Halverson
Eric Henderson

Don & Charlotte Holmquist
L’Myra & Chuck Hoogland
Kennes & Mary Huntley
Jan Jerdee

Jim & Marlene Jilek
Hilding Johnson

Marlyss Johnson

Myron & Sherry Johnson
Thomas Kiecker

Helen Knutson

Jason Krengel

Maureen Krook-Halleck
Linda & Michael Lagergren
Larry & Mary Lahs

Joan Langlie

Rachel Larson and Don Holmstrom
Darlene Lee

Douglas Lerud

Kathleen Madsen

John & Sharon Malm
Arlene Matson

Frank & Betty Moon

Robert & Darlene Moses
Roger & Lori Mullenberg
Joseph & Tamara Murphy
James & Marcia Nagel
Patricia Nelson

Jim & Kim Neubauer
Beverly Newgard

Marlow Nickel

Jerry Noren

Brian & Tanya Nowak
Arlene O’Brien

Gladys Olson

Sandra Olson

Steven & Diana Olson
Jerome & Margaret Orness
Donald & Ann Pederson
Ann Peterson

Donna Perryman

Charles & Kathleen Piehl
Gyles & Carol Randall
Clifford & Carol Rask
Steven & Patricia Reedstrom
Peter and Shannon Reuss
Timothy & Terri Rendall
Marilyn Rhoades

Audrey Rieck

Marvin & Diann Sandberg
Dennis & Karen Sandersfeld
Eunice Sassenberg
Florence Sassenberg

Roy & Dorothy Satre
Richard Schiming

Larry & Barbara Schnoor
Carl & Rita Schoenstedt
S & R Schott

Gloria Schuett

Sanford & Mary Schuster
Lisa and Daniel Schwab
Katie Sieberg

Elaine & Dennis Siemsen
Michael Sponberg

Joan Stoffel

Melvin Strand

Dale & Nadine Strenge
Alice Taylor

Ronald Teigen

Andrew & Melinda Thom
Paul & Kristi Thompson
Ronald Teigen

Douglas & Elizabeth Tinaglia
Tom Tonneson

Harold & Lynette Usgaard
David Venzke

Jane Voit

Donna Weber

Harold & Jane Wolle
Janet (Shiao) Wood
Randy and Rachel Wood
Donald & Margaret Wynnemer
Kathleen Yale

Arvid & Jane Zenk

Special thanks to all who came to
support us, and to celebrate with
us, at the Winter Carnival, and to
Messiah Lutheran Church for host-
ing it, and to all of the community
members who supported the
event!

* If you gave us a gift in 2014 and
your name is not on this list, we
are very sorry. Please let us know
so that we can apologize, and put
your name in our fall newsletter.



Page 8

Crossroads Campus Ministry, E.L.C.A.

Thank you to our Supporters

Generous Supporting Congre-
gations and Groups (February
2014-January 2015)

Ascension Lutheran Church
Women, Albert Lea, MN

Augustana Lutheran Church,
St. James, MN

Bear Creek WELCA, Grand
Meadow, MN

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
Mankato, MN

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Women, Mankato, MN

Blue Earth River Conference

Central Freeborn Lutheran
Church, Albert Lea, MN

Christ the King Lutheran
Church, Mankato, MN

Cross of Glory Women of the
ELCA, Hartland, MN

Dale Lutheran Church, Ken-
yon, MN

Danebod Lutheran Church,
Tyler, MN

East Chain WELCA, Blue Earth,
MN

East Freeborn Lutheran, Albert

Lea, MN

Faith Lutheran Church, Dodge
Center, MN

Faith Lutheran Church, Ja-
nesville, MN

First English Lutheran Women,
Ortonville, MN

First English WELCA, Faribault,
MN

First Evangelical Lutheran
Church, LeSueur, MN

First Lutheran Church, Bloom-
ing Prairie, MN

First Lutheran Church Women,
St. James, MN

Glenville First Lutheran
F.L.C.W., Glenville, MN

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, Wells, MN

Grace ELC Women, Nerstrand,
MN

Grace Lutheran Church, Man-
kato, MN

Grace Lutheran Church, Wase-
ca, MN

Greenfield Lutheran Church,
Harmony, MN

LeRoy Lutheran Church Wom-
en of the ELCA, LeRoy, MN

LeSueur River Lutheran Church
WELCA, Madelia, MN

Lunder Lutheran Church, Al-
bert Lea, MN

Mabel First Lutheran Church
WELCA, Mabel, MN

Mansfield Lutheran, Alden, MN

Messiah Lutheran Church, No.
Mankato, MN

MN River Conference

Moland Lutheran Church, Ken-
yon, MN

North Blue Earth Lutheran
Church, Bricelyn, MN

North Waseca Lutheran
Church, Waseca, MN

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
Spring Valley, MN

Our Saviors Lutheran Women,
Kiester, MN

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Women, Rochester

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
Rochester, MN

Pontoppidan Lutheran Brother-

hood Church, Ellendale, MN

Redeemer Lutheran Church,
Good Thunder, MN

Salem Lutheran Women of
ELCA, Albert Lea, MN

SE MN Synodical Unity Em-
mons, MN

Six Mile Grove Church WELCA,
Lyle, MN

South Blue Earth WELCA,
Bricelyn, MN

St. John’s Lutheran Church,
Mapelton, MN

St. John’s Women of ELCA,
Waseca, MN

St. John’s Lutheran Church,
Kasson, MN

St. Matthew WELCA, Granger,
MN

St. Michaels Lutheran Church,
Waltham, MN

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Women, Austin, MN

St. Paul Lutheran Church Ger-
man Lake, Cleveland, MN

St. Paul Lutheran Church
Women, LeCenter, MN

St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Meriden, MN

Trinity Lutheran Church Wom-
en, New Richland, MN

Trinity Lutheran Church, Blue
Earth, MN

Trinity Lutheran Church Wom-
en, Spring Grove, MN

Trinity Lutheran Church,
Wanamingo, MN

Trinity Lutheran Church
WELCA, Hayfield, MN

Trinity Lutheran Church Wom-
en, Albert Lea, MN

Trinity Lutheran Church Wom-
en, Alden, MN

Trinity Lutheran Church
WELCA, Benson, MN

United Lutheran Church, Wal-
ters, MN

Vista Evangelical Lutheran
Church, New Richland, MN

Wanamingo Lutheran Church
Women of ELCA, Wanamingo,
MN

Women of Trinity, Ostrander,
MN

Zion Lutheran Church, Lake
Crystal, MN

Zion Lutheran Church, Stew-
artville, MN

Zion Lutheran Church Women,
Lake Crystal, MN

Zion Women of the ELCA, Ap-
pleton, WI

Zumbro Women of the ELCA,
Rochester, MN

Special thanks to the Nicollet
and Blue Earth County
Thrivent chapters for their
generous and continued sup-
port!
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of the year!

Weekly Events

Lunch 4 $1. This is a

time where local
churches or organiza-
tions come to serve

Crossroads lunches that
only cost each person a

dollar to eat! This is a
great opportunity for
local groups to really

get to interact with the

college students and
for students to get to
know one another.

After lunch, second se-

mester from 1pm to
1:45pm, Pastor
Tammy

hosted a Bible
Study called
Pause which
allowed stressed
-out college stu-
dents to take a
“pause” in their
week and focus
on Jesus in-
stead.

On Wednesdays, first
semester, there was a
book study on Shane

Homecoming Chili Feed

MSU, Mankato’s Home-
coming game was
against Southwest Min-

nesota State University.

Our friends from SMSU
Campus Ministry joined
us for chili before the

game, and they stayed
to watch it with us af-

terwards. We had over
50 people from the

Mankato area attend
the chili feed and it
was a blast to get to
know our friends from
Marshall as well as cel-

ebrate the homecoming

game!

To top it all off, we

even won the game! Go

Mavericks!

Claiborne’s “The
Irresistible Revolu-
tion”.

On Wednesdays at 8pm
we held our weekly
Worship services
where we were led in
music by the Cross-

roads Band and heard a

great message by Pas-
tor Tammy. This year
we also had the oppor-
tunity to hear some of

our own students’ faith
stories during worship!

Mandate was moved
to Wednesdays for the
second semester. This
was a time for men
(and women, too!) to
get together for fellow-
ship. Movie nights, vid-
eo game marathons
and going out to eat
were among these
weekly events.
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Departing Student Leaders & Band Members

Goodbyes to some of our 14-15 Leaders & Band Members of Crossroads

Crossroads Campus Ministry, E.L.C.A. Page 7

Campus Cupboard Update

A Message from our intern, Oksana Schrunk

who made a

D~

Chris has been active at

Crossroads since ‘12. He
does cleaning, dishes, office
work, I.T., and he is also
the mission coordinator,
bass player and one of our
worship leaders. He is al-
ways around to help and he
will be missed!

Sarah has been with us

since ‘11 and has been very
active. She has served as
student president & connec-
tions coordinator as well as
attending every event that
she can!

Katie started attending

Crossroads in ‘14 with her
husband Wes. This school
year she co-led the wor-
ship band with her beautiful
voice and shared love for
Jesus.

difference and will be missed very

LeVi has been active and a

part of Crossroads longer
than any of us! He has
served as the guitar player
and represented both South
Central Community College
and Concordia-St. Paul.

Hannah became active

at Crossroads in ‘12. She
served as a connections co-
ordinator this year but has
been involved at Crossroads
in social events and worship
all these years!

Bryan was involved at

Crossroads for only a few
weeks when he became the
drummer for the band in
Sept. He brought humor &
smiles to everyone around
him and we will miss that!

*Some members not listed include Jason, Ed, Tyler and MANY others who have helped and
been involved in Crossroads these last few years. Thank you! You will be missed!

2014-2015 Student Board President Message (Tierney Kelsey)

Crossroads Campus
Ministry has made a
huge impact on my
life. Crossroads is one
of the few constants
in my life. | am a busy
person with clubs,
meetings, school, and
work, but Crossroads
is always on Wednes-
day. This year | was
Student Board Presi-
dent, and could not be
more proud of our stu-

dent board. We im-
plemented so many
new things as leaders,
and continue to grow
the ministry even larg-
er! This year we
helped with every-
thing from the Winter
Carnival to helping out
with youth night as
well as many other
events. Without Cross-
roads, | would not
have that weekly re-

minder that God is al-
ways with me, | would
not have that weekly
$1 lunch where | see
new faces every time
and God would be
harder to seek out in
this busy college

life. | am so grateful
for Crossroads being
part of my life and |
wouldn’t trade it for
the world. Although |
will not be the Stu-

dent Board President
next year, | am staying
connected by serving
as a Connections Coor-
dinator. | am excited
to continue growing
the Crossroads com-
munity for all to dis-
cover the love of Je-
sus.

-Tierney Kelsey

We served about 100
students in April! To
replenish our supplies,
students from Cross-
roads, the International
Student Center and
several other student
clubs helped with food
drives and fundraisers.
It was fun to get to
know each other and to
work side-by-side!

The Campus Cupboard
has formed several key
partnerships. The local
Salvation Army donates
left-over bread and
baked goods to the
Campus Cupboard bi-
weekly. There are bins
for food donations at
Wells Fargo on campus
and at Grace in Manka-
to. The youth group
from Grace in Fairmont
is planning a food drive
for Campus Cupboard,
and high schoolers from
Bethel in Rochester left
care packages for stu-
dents when they used
the building on a ski
trip. We hope for in-
creased collaboration

with the Echo Food
Shelf and The Second
Harvest Food Bank as
well.

To meet the needs of
this rapidly growing

ministry, we’ve submit- &

ted three grant re-
quests. We asked the
Laura Jane Musser Fund
for $9600 to provide a
stipend for me to stay
on and run Campus
Cupboard next year,
and to serve “Lunch
for$1 “ twice a week.
We asked the Bro-
melkamp Foundation
for $1500 for the same
purposes, and we asked
the Mankato Area
Foundation to help us
buy a refrigerator so
we can provide stu-
dents with fresh food.
We are looking for oth-
er grant opportunities
to pay for transporta-
tion expenses, food de-
livery, a laptop and
printer, and to buy
food and toiletries to
give away. We are ask-
ing churches if we can

leave a food bin for do-
nations and give a 10-
15 minute Power Point
presentation about the
Campus Cupboard and
ways people can sup-
port us. We are also
calling grocery stores
and local businesses to
obtain permission to
leave food donation
bins with them. We
currently plan to be-
come a satellite for the
Second Harvest food
bank.

After the youth group
from Bethel
Lutheran
Church in
Rochester
left care
packages in
the Campus
Cupboard, it
gave us the
idea to have
a week-

ly table at
the Student
Union, where
we’ve giv-

en away
around 500

care packages with
Campus Cupboard in-
formation included to
bring awareness of the
student’s food shelf
and Tuesday lunches
for $1.

Thank you for your sup-
port. We couldn’t feed
these hungry students
without you!
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Crossroads Board Members

A Message from Jess Lanes, the President of the Board

Spring is here! As the
world springs new life
and things begin to
grow and change, the
Crossroads Board of Di-
rectors is changing as
well.

Our needs as a campus
ministry are ever-
expanding. The stu-
dents continue to
dream big and chal-
lenge themselves (and
us!) with doing more
for the campus commu-
nity at large. In order
to support these large
dreams, we need to be
strategic and deliber-
ate about how to be
organized in order to
assist them with the
work that God is doing
with the ministry. The
work of the Board of
Directors is to support
the students. The mis-
sion of the students is
to share the love of Je-
sus with others. The
Board of Directors’ goal
is to provide opportuni-
ty for this mission to
continue into the
future. Students are =
the life of this min-
istry, and that we

i

to maintain our goals
and achieve more in
the future, we need to
become more of a
working board. Howev-
er, even with a 12-
person Board, we need
the help of people who
care about the mission
but are not on the
Board.

Can you help?

The Crossroads
Advocates Pro-
gram was cre-
ated as a way
to extend the
reach of the
Board of Direc-
tors to individ-
uals and to
congregations
who care about
our ministry.

\!\i\ﬁ@ i

1 -

are the support that ’ ‘ S

sustains the minis-
try as it evolves
with every semes-
ter.

The Board of Direc-
tors is trying to de-
termine if the
structure that we
have is effective in
accomplishing our

An Advocate serves as
a liaison between
Crossroads and his/her
congregation, sharing
updates from Cross-
roads and being a pres-
ence for campus minis-
try in the community.
We have begun to iden-
tify Advocates in a few
conﬁregations as a test
of this new program,
and look forward to
how this grows our re-
lationships with these
congregations.

Anyone can help
- Would you con-
sider becoming
an Advocate?

If so, please email
lcmcross-
roads@gmail.com or
call 507-625-6779.

What a blessing it is to
be involved in a minis-
try that is constantly
redefining itself! As
students come and go,
one constant remains.

v
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Jesus is here. The love
that the students have
for each other through
Jesus is apparent in
every aspect of what
we do. The love of
Jesus is shared daily.

The Board of Directors
is blessed to share in
their mission, and we
hope that our efforts
allow the ministry to
flourish well into the
future. We look for-
ward to what God will
do in these next few

months as summer pro-

vides a rest, and as we
organize for the next
school year.

God’s Blessings,
Jessica Lanes

President, Board of Di-
rectors

tasks. We are trying From left to right: Karen Gieseke, Synod Liason; Alyssa Lillehaugen, Student President; Jess Lanes,

to increase our ef-
fectiveness. We re-
alize that in order

Not pictured: Dennis Sandersfeld, Gary Zandstra, Kathy Yale

President of the Board of Directors; Tammy Dahlvang, Campus Pastor; Shelly Olson, Vice-president;
Scott Olson, Treasurer; Kathy Eiden; Nancy Altmann, Secretary
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tudent Leaders

(From Left to Right) Front Row: Katie Murphy, Tierney Kelsey, Alyssa
Lillehaugen. Back Row: Aaron Geringer, Connor McVey, Wes Huntington

Alyssa—Student Board President

“Looking back at my life, | have a strong base in my faith. | have never lost sight of God, but at
times the view got a little foggy. | would like to be a Crossroads leader because | have always
been a natural leader and | think | have many good ideas for bringing in new faces and fellowship.
| also want to have an active role in helping others find God.”

Katie—Connection Coordinator

“I’ve struggled a lot with my faith but I’ve never doubted that there is a God...The thing | love
most about being in a Christian in community is the love and the realness of it. Right now | think
about God every single day and | have this hunger to learn about Him...I love Crossroads and want
to do what | can to make it a beautiful place for anyone who wants to come and worship and feel
welcomed and loved.”

Aaron Geringer—LGBT Outreach Coordinator

“l feel my role in the church is to show love and acceptance to everyone. | really want to see
Crossroads form a welcoming and loving connection with the LBGT center so we can communicate
that Crossroads is a safe place for a person of any religious, spiritual, sexual, or gender identity.”

Wes—Student Resident

My father was the main one who taught me about God. He taught me that God will always provide
for you, even in the worst circumstances. Sometimes | feel like my faith is good, and other times
it isn’t...We can have a solid foundation in our faith, but if we had perfect faith we’d be Jesus.



